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Romney would crush Russia relations- creates a new cold war- that’s Bandow- only relations can solve US Russian nuclear war- that’s Allison



Working with Russia is key to solve bioweapons
Curtis ‘4 [Charles B. Curtis, President and Chief Operating Officer of the Nuclear Threat Initiative, December 14, 2004, “New Agenda for US-Russian Cooperation”, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, http://www.nti.org/analysis/speeches/new-agenda-us-russian-cooperation-charles-curtis/]

 We need to develop new vaccines, antidotes, and means of detecting biological attacks.  We cannot do this nearly as well without the help of Russia.  Thousands of scientists accumulated great expertise in the Soviet biological weapons program.  Today, this expertise gives Russia an unmatched ability to advance global protection against bio-terrorism.  If we do not work together, we’re not making the most of the defenses we have.

Extinction
Sandberg et al 8[Anders Sandberg,  Research Fellow at the Future of Humanity Institute at Oxford University. PhD in computation neuroscience, Stockholm, Jason G. Matheny,  PhD candidate in Health Policy and Management at Johns Hopkins. special consultant to the Center for Biosecurity at the University of Pittsburgh, Milan M.  Ćirković, senior research associate at the Astronomical Observatory of Belgrade. Assistant professor of physics at the University of Novi Sad, September 9, 2008, “How can we reduce the risk of human extinction?, The Bulletin, http://www.thebulletin.org/web-edition/features/how-can-we-reduce-the-risk-of-human-extinction]

The risks from anthropogenic hazards appear at present larger than those from natural ones. Although great progress has been made in reducing the number of nuclear weapons in the world, humanity is still threatened by the possibility of a global thermonuclear war and a resulting nuclear winter. We may face even greater risks from emerging technologies. Advances in synthetic biology might make it possible to engineer pathogens capable of extinction-level pandemics. The knowledge, equipment, and materials needed to engineer pathogens are more accessible than those needed to build nuclear weapons. And unlike other weapons, pathogens are self-replicating, allowing a small arsenal to become exponentially destructive. Pathogens have been implicated in the extinctions of many wild species. Although most pandemics "fade out" by reducing the density of susceptible populations, pathogens with wide host ranges in multiple species can reach even isolated individuals. The intentional or unintentional release of engineered pathogens with high transmissibility, latency, and lethality might be capable of causing human extinction. While such an event seems unlikely today, the likelihood may increase as biotechnologies continue to improve at a rate rivaling Moore's Law.

Russia relations are critical to solve warming
Light ‘9 (Light, Wong and Charap, 6/30/2009 (Andrew – senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, Julian – senior policy analyst at CAP, and Samuel – fellow at CAP, U.S.-Russia Climate and Energy Efficiency Cooperation: A Neglected Challenge, Center for American Progress, p. http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/06/neglected_challenge.html)

The summit between President Barack Obama and Russian President Dmitri Medvedev in Moscow on July 6-8 comes in the middle of a packed international schedule of bilateral and multilateral meetings for the United States. on climate change. In the run up to the critical U.N. climate talks in Copenhagen at the end of this year, when the extension or successor to the existing Kyoto Protocol must be agreed upon, it is crucial that the United States and Russia—both major emitters of greenhouse gases and potentially leaders on this crucial issue—explore ways of working together to ensure a positive outcome at these talks. Enhancing cooperation on climate change and energy efficiency should be a major plank of U.S. Russia policy and should be discussed at the highest levels when President Obama meets with President Medvedev next week. Russia, like the United States, is a significant contributor to global warming. If the European Union is disaggregated Russia is the third-largest emitter of carbon dioxide behind the United States and China and still currently ahead of India. More importantly Russian per capita emissions are on the rise, and are projected at this point to approach America’s top rank as per capita emitter by 2030. Russia is also the third-largest consumer of energy and one of the world’s most energy-intensive economies. Making Russia a partner on these issues could be critical in order to advance a sound global climate change agenda.

Relations turn heg
SIMES 2003 (Dmitri, President of the Nixon Center, FDCH Political Testimony, 9-30)

At the same time, U.S. leaders increasingly recognized the emerging, inter-related threats of terrorism and proliferation. Though policy makers and experts had devoted some attention to these issues earlier, the tragic events of September 11 rapidly crystallized American thinking about these threats and transformed the struggle to contain them into the principal aim of American foreign policy. Notwithstanding its diminished status and curtailed ambition, Russia has considerable influence in its neighborhood and a significant voice elsewhere as well. Moscow can contribute importantly to U.S. interests if it chooses to do so. Accordingly Russia can markedly decrease, or increase, the costs of exercising American leadership both directly (by assisting the United States, or not) and indirectly (by abetting those determined to resist, or not).



UX debate
Extend 1NC Liasson – national and swing state polls show Obama is winning but it’s close – prefer our evidence because it assumes turn out, is comparative between GOP and Democratic outlooks and answers all their warrants for the election being locked up – small shifts matter. 


Obama is winning but it’s not locked up – there’s time left. 
Baltimore Sun 10-1. ["Obama-Romney: It's not over yet" -- www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bs-ed-obama-romney-20121001,0,3464307.story]
Things certainly seem to be breaking President Barack Obama's way of late. A slew of new polls last week showed gains for him in crucial battleground states, most notably Ohio, the one state no Republican has ever won the presidency without. Mr. Obama won't repeat his feat of taking Indiana, and North Carolina may be a stretch, but polls in Florida, Virginia, Nevada and elsewhere suggest the possibility that this election might not even be that close.¶ But before Obama supporters start measuring the White House for second-term drapes, they may want to consider the strong possibility that the race is far from over. There's enough time left and enough volatility in this race and in the world for Mitt Romney to eke out a victory on Nov. 6. Here are a few things that could scramble this race:

Romney is energized, Obama is still ahead – it’s not locked up. 
Robinson 10-4. [Eugene, columnist for the Washington Post, "Robinson: Barack Obama gives Mitt Romney an opening, but the election isn't over yet" Newsday -- www.newsday.com/opinion/robinson-barack-obama-gives-mitt-romney-an-opening-but-the-election-isn-t-over-yet-1.4075027]
It wasn't a disaster, from Obama's point of view, but it was a bad night and a missed opportunity. Even if the debate had been no better than a draw, Obama probably could have spent the rest of the campaign running out the clock. Now Romney and the Republicans have a new spring in their step. They believe they can win.¶ The basic outline of the contest -- the president holding a modest lead and superior Electoral College prospects -- remains unchanged. Obama has bounced back before. But no, this ain't over.

Obama likely to win but polls underestimate how tight the race will get
Caldwell 9-30. [Leigh Ann, political reporter, "Pollster: Obama and Romney race will tighten" www.cbsnews.com/8301-3460_162-57523126/pollster-obama-and-romney-race-will-tighten/]
On "Face the Nation" Sunday, Larry Sabato from the University for Virginia Center on Politics predicted that the presidential race will get closer before election day.¶ "I would just caution, the fundamentals of this election call for a close election. I really think the election is going to tighten. Yes, President Obama is ahead, and probably has the best chance to win, but this is going to be a tighter race than the polls show right now," he said.¶ Sabato said he thinks the election is even tighter now than it appears and that it's "almost impossible" for him to win by 2008 margins.¶ " I'll tell you, it's caused me to question some of the polls because based on everything I know about Virginia and everything I'm seeing, I think the real margin is actually quite close," he said. "I would give President Obama, spot him two or three points, you know he won by six last time in Virginia. Think of the conditions in the country. It's almost impossible to imagine him winning by the same margin in Virginia or nationally so my projection is he gets considerably fewer electoral votes than he got last time. He got 365. I'll be surprised if he gets above 320 or so, maximum under the best conditions."


It’s not over. 
Tobin 10-5. [Jonathan, Senior Online Editor, "Did the Denver Debate Matter? Swing State Polls Say Yes as Romney Surges" Commentary -- www.commentarymagazine.com/2012/10/05/did-the-denver-debate-matter-swing-state-polls-say-yes-as-mitt-romney-surges/]
But these polls still show that what has happened is that a race that seemed on the verge of being over is up for grabs. So long as Romney is competitive in Florida, Virginia and especially Ohio, he can still win the presidency. Democrats who were hoping to put the election to bed early must make their peace with the fact that the election is back to being a nail-biter.


Link debate
Public hates the PTC extension - 
Industrial Wind Action Group 2/13/12 public backlash in key swing states like navada to new ptc inatiaves and 11 other which are key in the election viewed as fiscally irrisopsibe in current econ climate- prefer our ev only one talking about the mech the aff uses

National polls are wrong – wind implementation spurs intense opposition. (don’t read with the states cp)
Salkin 9. [Patricia, Raymond and Ella Smith Distinguished Professor of Law, Associate Dean, Director, Govt Law Center @ Albany Law, “Cooperative Federalism and Wind: A New Framework for Achieving Sustainability” Legal Studies Research Paper Series -- Hofstra Law Review -- Volume 37]
Despite the tremendous support expressed in national polls, energy projects often face intense opposition at the local level.83 Although a number of states have created state-wide siting guidelines or procedures,84 many others rely on traditional local zoning to site wind energy facilities.85	Thus, in many states another major obstacle to developing wind energy is overcoming community opposition to siting wind turbines.
Plan causes controversy and legal battles- complicates adoption
Streater 5-15-12 [Scott, reporter at E&E Pubishing, “Interior ignored tribal concerns about wind farm impacts – lawsuit,” http://www.eenews.net/public/Greenwire/2012/05/15/2]

An American Indian tribe has filed a federal lawsuit against the Interior Department in an effort to stop what would become California's largest wind farm on public land. The lawsuit filed late yesterday in U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California in San Diego by the Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Indian Reservation says the proposed wind project's 112 turbines would cause "irreparable injury" by destroying "culturally and visually significant lands and resources." It accuses the Bureau of Land Management of essentially ignoring the tribe's concerns. The lawsuit comes just days after Interior Secretary Ken Salazar signed a record of decision (ROD) authorizing San Francisco-based Pattern Energy Group LP to build the Ocotillo Express Wind Energy Facility on more than 10,000 acres of BLM land in Southern California's Imperial County (Greenwire, May 14). The Quechan Tribe, which wants a federal judge to throw out the ROD and to order a temporary injunction blocking construction until the lawsuit is resolved, has scheduled a news conference today in front of Pattern Energy Group's offices in La Jolla, Calif., to announce their action.

Increased renewables incentives ensures Solyndra association. 
Sandoval 12. [Michael, investigative reporter, "Abound Solar: Doomed to Fail Because of Election-Year Politics, Investor Says" Heritage -- blog.heritage.org/2012/07/27/abound-solar-doomed-to-fail-because-of-election-year-politics-investor-says/]
 “After Solyndra, the Department of Energy was balking and not releasing any more money under the loan guarantee because they didn’t want to be embarrassed in an election year,” he told MarketWatch.¶ Hill met with Colorado Democrats like Gov. John Hickenlooper and Sen. Michael Bennet, but could not prevail upon them to act.¶ “None of these guys would touch it. They said ‘Solyndra is a poisonous issue,’” according to Hill.¶ The Department of Energy, which had granted Abound its $400 million loan guarantee, suddenly began to enforce many of the stringent benchmarks that precluded access to drawing down additional loan funds, something it only did in the wake of the Solyndra news, Hill said.

Solyndra secures undecided, disillusioned voters for Romney
Politico 9-6. [“Who wins Solyndra message war?” -- http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/80848.html]
Meanwhile, evidence is scant on how much mileage the Republicans are getting out of all their Solyndra messaging -- though their persistence is a sign that GOP strategists see promise there. And conservative groups have certainly spent big bucks promoting the message.¶ Luke Frans, executive director of the GOP-aligned polling firm Resurgent Republic, said the issue hits home when people in focus groups hear about Solyndra's price tag and a version of how the Energy Department approved the company's $535 million loan guarantee. He said it's especially damaging for the president among swing voters.¶ "Solyndra is an issue that puts President Obama in the context of being just another politician, instead of the transformative, post-partisan figure introduced to the electorate in 2008," said Frans, a former George W. Bush White House aide.¶ "If you're a disillusioned Obama voter, this is an issue that reminds you why you're disillusioned," he added.


Environmentalists for Obama now – debate reaction. 
Wolfgang 10-4. [Ben, national reporter, "Debate on green-energy ‘losers’ vs. fossil fuels heats up" Washington Times --  www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/oct/4/debate-on-green-energy-losers-vs-fossil-fuels-heat/]
Environmental groups framed Wednesday night’s back-and-forth as another example of the “clear choice” between the two candidates on the issue of renewable energy.¶ “President Obama wants to invest in energy efficiency and renewable power while protecting our health. Gov. Romney would bet our future on fossil fuels of the past,” said Frances Beinecke, president of the Natural Resources Defense Council Action Fund. “This is a choice between responsibility and recklessness, and the choice is ours to make.”

Environmental groups will oppose expanded wind projects. 
Salkin 9. [Patricia, Raymond and Ella Smith Distinguished Professor of Law, Associate Dean, Director, Govt Law Center @ Albany Law, “Cooperative Federalism and Wind: A New Framework for Achieving Sustainability” Legal Studies Research Paper Series -- Hofstra Law Review -- Volume 37]
Moreover, when environmental groups oppose wind energy projects, their criticisms may be given more weight than when they challenge fossil fuel powered facilities. ―For a public official, hearing environmentalists savage renewable projects is like witnessing a family feud. Decision makers expect environmental opposition to thermal power plants, but they are surprised to find wind, biomass, and geothermal projects under attack by erstwhile allies.‖119

Even if solar is popular in theory, siting and implementation causes backlash. 
Salkin 9. [Patricia, Raymond and Ella Smith Distinguished Professor of Law, Associate Dean, Director, Govt Law Center @ Albany Law, “Cooperative Federalism and Wind: A New Framework for Achieving Sustainability” Legal Studies Research Paper Series -- Hofstra Law Review -- Volume 37]
With strong support at both the national and state levels, wind energy seems poised to continue its rapid growth. Yet, proposed wind energy projects sometimes falter at the local level, where land use decisions are typically made.12 In opposing wind energy projects, local residents raise a host of concerns involving aesthetics, noise, safety and impacts on surrounding property values, wildlife and the environment.13 Indeed, the intensity of local opposition has prompted one prominent energy siting consultant to remark that ―wind energy is fast becoming¶ ̳the mother of all NIMBY wars.‘‖14 NIMBY, an acronym for Not In My Backyard, is a term used to describe the reaction of local homeowners who object to further development within their community,15 fearing that such development might reduce the market value of their homes or change the character of the community.16


They oppose it because they’re afraid of the unkown. 
Salkin 9. [Patricia, Raymond and Ella Smith Distinguished Professor of Law, Associate Dean, Director, Govt Law Center @ Albany Law, “Cooperative Federalism and Wind: A New Framework for Achieving Sustainability” Legal Studies Research Paper Series -- Hofstra Law Review -- Volume 37]
Some studies also suggest that NIMBY opposition to wind development may have less to do with the actual impacts of wind turbines than with other social and political factors. For example, people who do not support renewable energy are unlikely to support wind development in their communities.149 For others, opposition to wind power development may stem from a lack of knowledge about the actual implications of turbine construction, a sort of fear of the unknown. Studies have documented this bias by showing that opposition to turbines decreases after they are built.150


GOP will attack Obama for prioritizing environment concerns over energy securitiy. 
Saad 12. [Lydia, senior editor, “Obama rated better on environmental than on energy policies” Gallup -- March 26 -- http://www.gallup.com/poll/153437/Obama-Rated-Better-Environmental-Energy-Policies.aspx]
Obama's rating on improving the nation's energy policy has particular significance right now as he is striving to address consumer anxiety about rising gas prices by focusing on his long-term plans for conservation and alternative "clean energy" solutions. At the same time, Obama faces significant political cross-pressures on the proposed Keystone XL pipeline. Environmentalists are fiercely opposed to the project, while Republicans in Congress, as well as the general public and some unions, endorse it.¶ Not only is Obama's overall rating for doing a good job of improving the nation's energy policies unchanged from a year ago, but his ratings on the issue from each party group have also been fairly stable. There has been a slight increase in the percentage of independents saying he is doing a good job, and a slight decrease among Republicans, but neither of these changes is statistically meaningful.¶ Bottom Line¶ Americans' views about Obama's performance on the economy, energy policy, and American prosperity have been fairly stable at the present levels since a year into his presidency. That a solid majority says he is doing a good job on protecting the environment is a positive for him. Obama's standing on the economy and energy policy is more problematic for him, given that barely 4 in 10 Americans say he has done a good job on each, and roughly half, a poor job.¶ George W. Bush's ratings on the same issues either were no better or were worse at the same point in his presidency, yet he won re-election. This may provide some reassurance for Obama. Still, Obama's ratings on the economy and energy are significantly below the high expectations Americans had for him in 2009. And, the imbalance between Americans' ratings of him on the environment and on energy could suggest he is vulnerable to Republican claims that he has pursued environmental goals at the expense of U.S. energy independence -- a position somewhat out of step with the current even split in Americans' preferences for the environment vs. energy trade-off. At the same time, Americans do favor conservation and pursuing alternative energy sources over increased development of fossil fuels.

They’ll spin it as big government green socialism. 
Koss 12. [Geoff, staff writer, “Energy: All for All of the Above” Roll Call -- July 27 -- http://www.rollcall.com/features/Outlook_July/outlook/-216503-1.html]
Republican candidates in turn are promising to replace what they deride as President Barack Obama’s green energy socialism with an economic recovery fueled by cheap American fossil fuels. They promise that if they are put in charge on both sides of the Capitol (and preferably the White House, too) vast domestic reserves of coal, oil and natural gas will be liberated when the regulatory shackles of the current administration are finally cast off. It’s a fairly uniform message for the GOP, whose ever-thinning ranks of moderates have much of the party uniformly aligned with a pro-fossil fuel, free-market energy message.

Link TURN 

3 point lead in Colorado. 
Witt 10-3. [Ryan, graduate of Washington University Law School in St. Louis and has extensive experience teaching government and politics,, "The most recent swing state polls ahead of tonight's Romney versus Obama debate" Examiner -- www.examiner.com/article/the-most-recent-swing-state-polls-ahead-of-tonight-s-romney-versus-obama-debate]
Colorado¶ Electoral Votes: 9¶ Most Recent Poll: Obama 49%, Romney 46% (We Ask America 9/27)¶ RCP Average: Obama 48.8%, Romney 45.7%¶ Average of Polls from Last Week: Obama 49%, Romney 46% (One Poll)¶ Nate Silver Probability Analysis: 74.2% chance of Obama win¶ Changes Since Last Update: The latest poll from We Ask America has Obama up by three in Colorado, and Obama maintains a stable lead of over three points in the RCP average. Nate Silver increased Obama's chances for victory here by 4.6 percent from last week.

Obama winning Iowa now. 
Witt 10-3. [Ryan, graduate of Washington University Law School in St. Louis and has extensive experience teaching government and politics,, "The most recent swing state polls ahead of tonight's Romney versus Obama debate" Examiner -- www.examiner.com/article/the-most-recent-swing-state-polls-ahead-of-tonight-s-romney-versus-obama-debate]
Iowa¶ Electoral Votes: 6¶ Most Recent Poll: Obama 48%, Romney 44% (We Ask America 9/27)¶ RCP Average: Obama 48.5%, Romney 45.0%¶ Average of Polls from Last Week: Obama 49.3%, Romney 44.3%¶ Nate Silver Probability Analysis: 75.1% chance of Obama win¶ Changes Since Last Update: Three new polls were released from Iowa over the last week, and all of them showed Obama up by over four points. Obama's lead in the RCP slightly decreased by 0.5 points. Nate Silver slightly increased Obama's odds for victory by 1.0 percent.


Energy key debate
[bookmark: _GoBack]Energy key election issue. 
Skorobogatov 12. [Yana, intern @ StateImpact Texas – a collaboration of public radio stations focused on environmental and energy issues coordinated by NPR,“Poll: Consumers favor domestic energy production, natural gas” State Impact -- April 10 -- http://stateimpact.npr.org/texas/2012/04/10/poll-consumers-favor-domestic-energy-production-natural-gas/]
Americans will likely take their views on energy issues to the voting booth this November, according to a new national poll by The University of Texas at Austin. The survey found that 65 percent of respondents considered energy to be an important presidential issue.

The GOP will attack Obama on energy. 
Belogolova 12. [Olga, energy and environment policy reporter, “Insiders: Outreach to Oil Industry Won't Help Obama” National Journal -- May 17 -- lexis]
Insiders said that energy issues will continue to be a sticking point in this election to the very end. "Energy is one of the president's biggest vulnerabilities. From Solyndra to 'cap and tax,' the administration has pursued one energy flop after another. The president's campaign team must agree, since their first ad was a defensive spot on their energy record, and the follow-up was a campaign swing through the country's energy heartland," said another Insider. "Republicans are going to continue to pound away on the president's energy record to make sure he doesn't get away with trying to mask it."

Mobilizing the GOP base AGAINST Obama is what’s key – plan gives the GOP a talking point. 
Maddow and Kornacki 12. [Rachel, MSNBC Host, general badass, Steve, senior political writer at Salon.com, The Rachel Maddow Show -- August 6 -- lexis]
STEVE KORNACKI, MSNBC HOST, THE CYCLE: Happy to be here.¶ MADDOW: So, does the fact that voters have mostly decided earlier on their preference in the presidential campaign this year, does it mean that it`s more of a mobilization battle than a persuasion battle?¶ KORNACKI: Yes. I think so. I wouldn`t underestimate the persuasion aspect of it because part of the Romney four mil years basically, they are counting on at the very end of the election, whatever swing voters are out there are going to turn against Obama because of where the economy is. So, that`s part of it.¶ But I think, you know, the parallel has been drawn to 2004 because 2004 ended up being very much a turnout election. Bush versus Kerry. It will be a lot of people say this is sort of 2004 election sort of in reverse. Reverse the basic dynamics. You know, what was working in Bush`s favor is now working in Obama`s favor, what was working in Kerry`s favor is for the working in Romney`s favor. And sort the liabilities are flipped around, too.¶ I think there`s something to that. and I think there is an extra twist to Romney which is he really, really needs the Republican base to turn out a big numbers this year and the Republican base is not going to turn out for Mitt Romney. They`re going to turn out against Barack Obama.

